
April 
2018 

Easter Victory 
  But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, 
     the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.            1 Corinthians 15:20 
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The Christians in Corinth were miserable because there was some 
confusion among them about the significance of Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead.  In fact, if there was no resurrection 
of the dead, then we ought to be miserable and pitied more than 
anyone, too!  For look what we have given up in this life to pick 
up our crosses, follow Christ, and to share the name of Jesus with 
everyone, including the costly Christian 
education of our own children.  What a 
miserable end to a great hope and a dedicated 
life if there is no resurrection of the dead!   

How quickly life is over for each one of us.  It 
eventually carries us all to that cemetery plot 
where there is a gravestone, one with our names 
and two dates on it.   And between those two 
dates, only a dash to represent the short interval 
called life.  Is that all there is?  If so, life’s nothing 
more than a cruel joke, some dismal hoax, played 
on helpless mortals by an uncaring and unfeeling 
deity.  Then the words, “I believe in the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting,” 
never were true.  If so, then better to have it 
over quickly or to have never lived at all.  

Paul says, But Christ has indeed been raised from 
the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.  Our final gasping irregular heartbeats of 
life are gentle tappings on heaven’s door – where our Savior has 

already risen from the grave, gone before us to make 
ready our place, and eagerly waits to welcome us 

when God’s time is right for each one of us or for 
all of us on the Last Day. 

Jesus’ empty tomb is our guarantee that 
there is an afterlife with God in heaven.  There 

is much more to life than just cheap thrills and 
rapidly fading memories.  The far greater part of life 
is still to come together with our risen Savior.  He is 
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.   

Again and again the Bible pictures death as nothing more than 
a restful sleep from which God can awaken us at any time.  
Sleep is something we know; death is unknown. Sleep is 
something we long for; death is something we dread.  Sleep 
offers soothing rest; death brings unspoken fears.  A person 
awakens from sleep; death has no apparent end.  

But sleep is more than just a 
comparison with death; sleep is the 
reality of what death really is for the 
believer in Jesus.  Again and again the 
Bible gives us this assurance.  Old 
Testament Jacob spoke of his death as 
a time when I rest with my fathers. 
The Lord told Moses:  You are going to 
rest with your fathers.  Jesus told 
those who were mourning 
uncontrollably outside of the home of 
Jairus when his daughter had died; Go 
away.  The girl is not dead but asleep.  
He told His disciples on the way to 
Bethany; Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep; but I am going there to wake 
him up.  Stephen, the martyr, after 
forgiving those who were hurling 
stones at him, we’re told, he fell 

asleep.   The Apostle John wrote about King David, when he had 
served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep.  He 
was buried with his fathers and his body decayed.  Death is just 
a sleep for all those who belong to Christ. 

Life is at best uncertain.  When I leave for work in the morning, 
who knows whether I’ll make it back at night?   When I lay my 
head on the pillow at night, who knows if I will awake in the 
morning?  Though my health appears good at the moment, 
who knows when a sudden illness or accident can strike?   
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CONFIRMATION  
Fourteen young people made 
publicly their Confirmation 
promises on Sunday, March 25.  
They will be receiving their First 
Communion on Maundy Thursday, 
March 29.  We welcome them to 
receive the Lord’s Supper often 
with our congregation.  Members 
of the class include: Travis Beckler, 
Rainer Betry, Chase Brensinger, Grace Daley, Dustin Ehlert, Cole 
Fendrick, David Miles, Samuel Nolte, Lucas Oswald, Jeffrey 
Pesick, Andrew Reich, Emily Treuden, TJ Xing, and Benjamin 
Zaborowski.  May our Lord keep them faithful to their 
Confirmation promises throughout life.   

Regular Worship Schedule 
We will be returning to our regular Worship Schedule on 
Saturday, April 7, at 5:30 p.m., Sunday, April 8, at 8:00 & 10:30 
a.m., and Monday, April 9, at 6:30 p.m.  We hope this schedule 
will provide all of us with sufficient opportunities to be in God’s 
house each week.   
 

EASTER EXTRAVAGANZA 
There will be a special Easter celebration for our 
community on Saturday, April 14, from 10:00 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., called Easter 
Extravaganza.  There are many volunteer 
service opportunities for people of all ages 
to use your gifts and talents to share the 
message of our Savior’s Easter triumph over sin, death and Satan 
with all those who are in attendance.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Pastor Schwartz or our Outreach Team Chair, Jon 
Lindloff.  Check out the poster on the easel in the Gathering Area 
for that special way in which you can use your gifts to assist.  
Thanks to all in advance who are able to help with this year’s 
Easter Extravaganza. 

Social Dinner 
Our Annual Social Dinner will be held again at The Machine Shed 
in Pewaukee on Sunday, April 29.  The social hour begins at 5:30 
p.m. with dinner served at 6:00.  All of our new members over 
the past year are invited to receive free dinners.  A signup sheet 
will be posted in the Gathering Area.  We look forward to this 
opportunity for all of our members to get better acquainted with 
one another.  The dinner will again be “All you can eat” fish and 
chicken with all the fixings.  Come and join in an evening of food 
and fellowship.  We hope you can join us!  If you have any 
questions, please contact Karl Metzger, our Fellowship Team 
Chair, or Vicky Alf, our volunteer ministry coordinator.  Please 
set aside the date, April 29, to attend our Social Dinner. 

We welcome Marianne Wanty 
and her children; Emily, 
Mark and Matthew to our 

Star of Bethlehem family this 
month.  May the Lord bless your growth in 

your knowledge of God’s Word and love for 
your Savior among us. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING 
Saturday, April 21, has been scheduled for our Annual 
Church Cleaning Day.  We will begin work about 8:00 
a.m., but come whenever you have time available.  
There will be work inside, and, weather permitting, 
some outside tasks, if you prefer to work outside.  
We thank Karen McAdams and Larry Schaefer for 
planning the cleaning tasks, and having the 
cleaning materials available for you.  A special 
“thank you” to our Properties Team for the 
work it does year-round to give a good first 
impression to our visitors of our love for 
our Lord by the way we maintain his 
house.  We could use your assistance on 
April 21.   

Baptism 
Vivian Cheryll Saugstad, the 
daughter of Tracy and Douglas 
Saugstad, was baptized at Star of 

Bethlehem on Sunday, March 25.  
May our Lord keep her in his loving 

arms throughout life to life everlasting. 
 

Adult Bible Class 
Beginning on Sunday, April 8, Pastor Schwartz will be 
leading a new course in our Adult Bible Class dealing with 
Outreach.  iShare is the title of this series of lessons.  Come 
early each Sunday morning in the Fellowship Hall for 
coffee, donuts and fellowship prior to our Bible study which 
begins at 9:20 a.m.  May the Lord grant his blessings upon 
our efforts to “Grow, Go, and Glow” with the Gospel from 
our backyard to our community to the world.   



Dartball & 
Star Cares 

The Dartball teams would like to match 
every $2 donated to the Star Cares Fund 
with an additional dollar from our 
Dartball teams.  There is a deadline of 
April 30.  Sincere thanks to our dartball 
teams for coming up with this creative 
way to replenish our relatively depleted 
fund to assist our own members with 
medical emergencies or unexpected 
financial commitments.  You may give 
gifts to the Star Cares Fund at any time by 
placing your gifts in the offering plate in 
an envelope marked Star Cares Fund.  
There are also some envelopes available 
on the counter in the Gathering Area 
which are labeled Star Cares Fund.  
Thanks to our Dartball teams and to you 
for your generous contributions! 

With the makeup of our present Early 
Riser Bible Class, we will be moving from 
6:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. on Friday 
mornings, beginning on April 13.  We 
have been averaging 8-10 in attendance.  
We hope that a later time will make it 
possible for even more people to attend.  
We are continuing to study the Book of 
Ephesians under the heading, The 
Winning Church Team.  If it works for you, 
think about joining our group after Easter 
for Friday morning Bible study. 
 

5K/3K RUN/WALK 
Our Annual 5K/3K 

Run/Walk will be on 
Saturday, May 5, at 

10:00 a.m. here at Star 
of Bethlehem.  All proceeds will raise 
funds for our Star Athletic programs.  
Registration includes race participation, t-
shirt, and a nacho bar with all the fixings.  
Registration fees are as follows: 

 $15 preschool through Grade 8 
 $20 9th Grade through Adult 
 $10 fun and food only 

The deadline to register is April 28.  
Please visit www.starofbethlehem.org to 
register.   

MEN’S SOFTBALL 
You may still sign up for our 
Men’s Softball team by signing 
the sheet on the bulletin board.  
All players are required to sign the sheet to 
release the City from any liability in case of 
injury.  Each team is limited to 20 players, who 
are required to be 18 and over.  Coach Randy Alf 
will again be leading the team.  All games are on 
Tuesday nights at the Malone Park.  The season 
will begin the last week of April.  Practices will be 
scheduled as the coach determines and weather 
permits prior to the season.  Good luck to our 
Star Softball team on the new season.  We know 
you will represent our Lord and our church well 
in the community, just as you have always done!  
Fan support is welcomed.  Game times will be 
listed in the weekly Service folder. 
 

Wisconsin Lutheran 

High School News 

Spring Band Concert—Please join us for an 
evening of beautiful music on Thursday, April 12, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the WLHS auditorium as the 
concert band presents their spring concert. 
Members of the Jr. Viking Band will also perform 
with the high school band. Admission is free and 
seating is general admission. 

WLHS Dinner Auction—Everyone is invited to 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School for the annual 
dinner auction “Light the Path” on Saturday, 
April 14, at 5:00 p.m. The WLHS gym will be 
transformed into an elegant dinner venue and 
will include a silent and verbal auction, raffles, 
and more! Reserve a table of 10 or single tickets 
at www.wlhs.org/auction until Friday, March 30. 
For auction information, sponsorship 
opportunities, or to donate an auction item 
contact Heidi Witz at 414-453-4567, ext. 2004 or 
planner@wlhs.org. 

WLHS Work Days—Do you have spring 
cleaning or yard work such as watering, planting 
flowers, laying mulch, or washing windows that 
needs to get done? Wisconsin Lutheran High 
School students are here to help! All freewill 
donations received will go towards the Our 
Hands for His Service mission project goal of 
$32,000 to support pastors and grade school 
students in Zambia, Africa. Work days will be 
held on any Saturday or Sunday from April 14-
May 20. To request a team of hardworking 
students to take care of your yard 
work, please call Lauren Konkol at 
414-779-1056 or send an E-mail to 
workday@wlhs.org, with your 
name, address, phone 
number, the work you need 
accomplished, and the day(s) 
this work could be 
completed. 

Book Signing 
On Friday, April 27, 
East Side Circle of 
Grace Ev. Lutheran 
Church, 700 
Beechwood Ave., 
Waukesha, will 
host a book signing 
for Dr. Patricia Backhaus’ “The Last Rose 
of Summer.”  The murder mystery is set 
in 1898 during the golden age of 
American bands.  The signing 
presentations will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
with ½ hour increments ending at 8 
p.m.  Pat is donating a portion of her 
book sales to East Side Circle.  Please 
see  www.gracewaukesha.org for 
complete details and book review. 
 

Walk or Run for LIFE: 
Saturday, May 12, 2018 

Protect a child's right to live and be 
loved! Join other pro-lifers for the 
Life-A-Thon to benefit WELS 
Lutherans for Life's pregnancy medical 
center ministry. Get friends together, 
raise funds for prizes, and help save 
lives! Competitive 5k and a Kid's 
Lifesaver Quarter Mile Dash at 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary! Walk 
or run with everyone else, on your 
own, "virtually," or carry out your own 
mini-Life-A-Thon event if you are out 
of town or out of State! $25 individual 
or $60 family. Details and Registration 
at www.Life-A-Thon.org or call 414-
727-8176. 
 

ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 

The Lutheran Chorale of Milwaukee 
under the direction of Mary Prange 
will present its 60

th
 anniversary 

concert on Sunday, April 22 at 1:30 
and 4:00 p.m. at Grace Lutheran 
Church (1209 N. Broadway – 
Milwaukee).  The organ prelude 
presented by Lynn Kozlowski will 
begin twenty minutes prior to the 
concert. The concert will include 
music for choir, orchestra, organ, and 
congregational singing.  For more info 
go to  www.lutheranchorale.org 
 

WLC Gary's Gallop 
Wisconsin Lutheran College will host 
the 15th-annual Gary's Gallop 5k 
run/2-mile walk presented by Elite 
Sport & Spine on Saturday, April 14 at 
the college’s Outdoor Athletic 
Complex. Advance registration is $25. 
For information or to register, visit 
wlc.edu/garysgallop 
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And yet, life is most certain.  As Paul put it,  We belong to Christ.  He bought me 
to be His own with His holy, precious blood.  He has made me His own dear 
child through the gift of faith.  He has reserved a room for me in His heavenly 
mansion.  He knows when it’s time to take me home to that room.  Who better 
to have by our side at that moment than our risen Lord?  

Yes, we still lose loved ones.  Death still causes sorrow and heartache at life’s 
parting.  Death still stalks us; graying temples, diminished vision and hearing, 
shaky hands and wobbly knees – all are loving reminders that we will not live 
here forever.   Death still gathers in powerless victims – young and old alike.  
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead.  Now our graves have two 
doors, one marked “entrance” and the other “exit.”  Thanks be to God!  He 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! (1 Corinthians 15:57) 

 

Kitchen Staples for 

Teen-Friendly Meals 
Submitted by Susan Abel,  

BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 
 

If you have teenage children, you've heard it before: 
"There's nothing to eat in this house!" Sure, you can do your 

part by buying lots of healthy foods. But your teen can get 
involved too, by helping to prepare some of those foods. When 
teens learn healthy cooking skills at home, they'll be more likely 

to plan balanced meals when they become responsible for their own food choices 
after they leave home. 

To help your teen get cooking, stock your kitchen with these easy-to-prepare 
staples. 

Popcorn.   What teen doesn't crave crunchy snacks? Skip the chips and pretzels 

and invest in a popcorn popper. Popcorn is a whole grain, plus it's loaded with fiber 
for a healthy digestive system. Three air-popped cups deliver nearly four grams of 
fiber. 

Canned Beans.   When it comes to making a quick meal, it doesn't get much 

easier than canned beans — just rinse, drain and heat! They're perfect for burritos, 
mashed on a tortilla, or added to canned soup for extra protein. 

Nut Butters.   Nut and seed butters — such as peanut, almond or sunflower 

butter — all are perfect no-fuss foods. Spread on whole-grain crackers or toast with 
sliced bananas or use as a tasty dip for apples or celery. 

Eggs.   Whether fried, scrambled or hard-boiled, eggs are an easy protein food for 

teen cooks. With a prep and cook time of less than five minutes, eggs are an easy 
addition to any meal. They are a great source of protein, vitamin B12, choline and 
phosphorus – all essential nutrients for teens. 

Grains.   Busy teens don't have a lot of time to spend in the kitchen, but that 

doesn't mean dinner has to be a sandwich. Quick-cooking whole grains such as 
quinoa, instant brown rice and whole-wheat couscous take less than 15 minutes 
from start to finish. For a speedy meal, teens can toss cooked whole grains with 
microwaved frozen vegetables, season them with less-sodium soy sauce, and add a 
convenient source of protein, such as cooked chicken tenderloins, cooked shrimp, 
canned beans or tofu. 

Lean Protein.   When you teach teens basic cooking techniques you'll be amazed 

by how quickly they catch on. Start by showing them how to grill, bake or broil 
marinated chicken, fish or beef. Before you know it, your teen will be telling you 
what's for dinner.  

From the 

President 
“We know that we have the privilege of serving 
as witnesses of what God has done for sinners 
and of sharing that message with others as his 
ambassadors.  Standing on his Word, holding 
on to his promises, and responding to his 
command, we go with the message that he has 
entrusted to us.” – WELS President Rev. Mark 
Schroeder, “Your Gifts, God’s Blessings 2018, 
An Annual Report to Our Members.” 

At the March 18 Voters’ Assembly meeting, 
several motions were approved that should 
further enable Star of Bethlehem to “go with 
the message that he has entrusted to us.”  
Specifically, consent was given to: 

1. Refinance our current debt 
2. Initiate a Capital Campaign Appeal 
3. Form a Fund-Raising Committee and 

concurrently retaining a professional 
fund-raising consultant to guide us in 
the Capital Campaign 

4. Form a Building Committee 

Our school principal tells me to expect about 
250 children in our Christian school for the 
2018-2019 school year – an increase of over 8% 
from the previous year.  Meanwhile, church 
membership continues to march steadily 
upward (we grow about 2% per year).  The fact 
that, percentage-wise, our school is 
accelerating implies that Star has a growing 
opportunity to teach God’s Word to more and 
more children – and their parents. 

This is wonderful! 

In today’s secular-driven society, teaching 
God’s truths to as many children as possible – 
along with their parents – has become 
increasingly critical in a world that believes 
morals and truth are “relative.”  (In fact, one 
young person told me that “Einstein proved 
that everything is relative.”) 

Personally, I applaud our Voters for making the 
hard decisions – for nothing is easy in this 
world – which will require their substantial 
financial support as we embark on an 
expansion of our ministries here at Star of 
Bethlehem. 

Thanks be to God! 

See you in church – and Bible study! 
- Gene Szaj 
 


